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(except in the Sonne type, in which this is exceptional) and consisting
of rather tenacious mucus in contrast to the thinner slime of the food
poisoning case in which, moreo\er, blood is much less common.
The symptoms of Asiatic cholera (see cholera, Vol. Ill, p. 179) may From cholera
in the early stages resemble very closely those of food poisoning: the
bowel discharges in cholera are, however, from the first more uatery
and contain little or no mucus but, instead, the characteristic epithelial
flakes.
In all cases of gastro-enteritis due to bacterial infection, laboratory From other
examination of the faeces or of rectal swabs and of the suspected food, ca™ter^°*
when available, will generally settle the diagnosis within twenty-four to enteritis
forty-eight hours.
Acute poisoning with arsenic or antimony ma> appear either as From arsenic
solitary cases or in groups of persons. The sjmptoms and incubation
period may closely resemble those of food poisoning, and the diagnosis
may depend on the detection of the act or negligence as the result of
which these substances entered the food or drink, or on laboratory tests.
In general the symptoms of acute arsenical poisoning resemble those
of the infective type of food poisoning; although the former rarely
include rise of temperature, vomiting and tenesmus may be even more
severe than in food poisoning. Acute antimony poisoning has been
relatively common in recent years owing to the use of antimony in
cheap enamel water-jugs and pails, the enamel being readily soluble in
acid liquids (e.g. lemonades). The symptoms resemble those of the
'toxin1 type of food poisoning, the incubation period being very short
(thirty minutes), the vomiting very violent, and recovery usually rapid.
Of the other causes of acute gastro-enteritis most will appear as solitary
cases. Septicaemias, including pneumonia and general tuberculosis, are
liable to display a gastro-enteritis at some stage. An acute periton-
itis, especially streptococcal, is often associated with uncontrollable
diarrhoea.
Intestinal obstruction due to hernia, intussusception, or volvulus may, From
especially in children, be attended by the discharge of blood-stained
mucus: there will usually, however, be localizing signs in the abdomen
which are absent in the gastro-enteritis of food poisoning.
The diarrhoeas due to chill are as a rule mild and rarely so profuse From
and painful as in food poisoning. Their pathology is obscure, but the
possibility should not be dismissed that they correspond to the catarrhs
of the respiratory tract, similarly associated with chill and exposure,
and may be in fact 'virus' infections like the 'common cold\ They are
met with especially in mountainous climates, but the so-called 'hill-
diarrhoea' of India is most probably a true dysentery due to infection
with one of the species of dysentery bacilli (see diarrhoea, hill, Vol.
IV, p. 17).
The diarrhoeas of nervous origin and those which appear as terminal From
symptoms in diabetes mellitus, cerebral haemorrhage, uraemia, each-
exia, and severe anaemia, though they may simulate 'solitary* cases of causes

